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FIGURE 1.16 Graphs of the power functions ƒ(x) = xa for part (a) a = -1 
and for part (b) a = -2.
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(The Latin word catena means “chain.”)
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FIGURE 1.19 Graphs of three rational functions. The straight red lines approached by the graphs are called 
asymptotes and are not part of the graphs. We discuss asymptotes in Section 2.6.
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FIGURE 1.22 Graphs of exponential functions.
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